
Advent/Christmas Liturgy Schedule 

Advent Weekends:  

 Saturday 4:30 pm  

 Sunday 7:30 & 11:00 am, 7:30 pm 

Immaculate Conception (December 7/8) : 

 Friday 5:00 pm - A, 7:00 pm - B 

 Saturday 8:00 am - A 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  

 December 15 at 4:30 pm - A 

Communal Penance Service: 

 November 28 & December 12 at 7:30 pm - B 

 December 9 & 16 at 2:00 pm - A 

 December 18 at 10:30 am - A 

 December 19 at 6:30 pm - A 

 Saturdays at 3:00 pm - A 

  

Christmas Eve (December 24): 

 Monday: 4:30 pm - A, 7:00 pm - B, 10:00 pm - A 

Christmas Day (December 25): 

 Tuesday: 7:30 am - A, 11:00 am - A 

Principle Feast of the Season of Christmas: 

 Holy Family: Weekend Schedule 

 Mary, Mother of God/New Years 

  Monday, December 31:  

   5:30 pm - A, 7 pm - B 

  Tuesday, January 1: 9 am - A 

 Epiphany: Weekend Schedule 

 Baptism of the Lord: Weekend Schedule 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6 

The Messenger  
Advent & Christmas 2018 

Area Faith Community of  Saint Anastasi, Hutchinson and Saint Boniface, Stewart 
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Baptisms 

Dominick Jacek Spyra 

     Son of Michael & Jessica 

Maguire John Michalik 

     Son of Adam & Jennah 

Finley Jude Edmiston 

     Son of Aaron & Dana 

Grant Clark Reyes 

     Son of Tate & Joslyn 

Caleb Steve Johnson 

     Son of Bryant & Lynn 

Killian Christopher Wallyn 

     Son of Kristopher & McKenzie 

Samuel Andrew Cathan Olson 

     Son of Eric & Katherine 

Chloe Rae McElhinny 

     Daughter of Ryan & Bridget 

Lexie Rose McElhinny 

     Daughter of Ryan & Bridget 

Landon Michael Weckman 

     Son of Jerrod & Ashley 

Marriage 

Matthew Eckstein &  

     Sarah Arredondo 

Newly-Registered 

Stan & Sue Bebo 

Mathew & Alicia Boncquet  

(Eloise, Isabelle, Madeline, Marian-

na) 

Jessie & Gerrin Dehn (Bailey, 

Kaydence) 

Stephanie & Daniel Ewert (Hailey) 

Mary Jo Horstmann 

Bradley & Tamara Kasid (Joseph, 

Kaidence, MaKenna) 

Mark & Jenny Klema (Mallory) 

Joshua & Meghan Laffen (Finley) 

Ryan & Bridget McElhinny (Chloe, 

Lexie) 

Genora Travis 

Funerals 

Annie Plzak 

Robert Hanson 

Frederick Prieve 

Teresa Hatten 

Thomas Arnzen 

Luella Simon 

Nancy Withers 

Daun Bock 

Michelle Ross 

Confirmation 

Hadley Achman 

Alex Berg 

Grace Borka 

Anna Byron 

Elizabeth Campbell 

Ethan Carter 

Ryo Coates 

Cade Corrow 

Maggie Eckhart 

Lauryn Erpelding 

Elyzabeth Fischer 

Paige Gregor 

Courtney Huiras 

Hannah Ladwig 

Tristian Lang 

Megan Lipke 

Cameron Longie 

Jack Ludowese 

Brady Miller 

Toby Mohs 

Alia Muellerleile 

Tristin Nelson 

Andrew Peller 

Chloe Peterson 

Destiny Root 

McKenna Rosenau 

Daniel Scheele 

Thomas Schwarze 

Parker Wortz 

 

Parishioner News 

Weekly Calendar Items 

SN STB RE Classes, 9am 

SN RCIA Class, 5:30 pm 

M STA Atrium, 5:30pm 

W STA Faith Formation, 6:30pm 

1st W STB Faith Formation, 6pm 

W STA Sr H Youth Group, 8:15pm 

JANUARY 

1 New Year’s Day 

2 KC’s Squire 

          7:30 Knights of Columbus     

7 CCW - B 

8 School Advisory Committee 

10 “Wild Goose” 

          CCW - A 

12 Church Cleaning 

          Second Grade Reconciliation 

14     “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

15 Administration Council - A 

17 Administration Council - B 

          Wild Goose 

          Worship & Outreach - A 

18 TMIY - “Eucharist” 

          Teachers’ Workshop 

18 WOW 

21 Martin Luther King-No School  

          “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

24 “Wild Goose” 

25 TMIY - “Eucharist” 

27-2  Catholic Schools Week 

28     “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

  

FEBRUARY 

1       TMIY - “Eucharist” 

2/3   Throat Blessing 

4       “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

6 KC’s Squire 

          7:30 Knights of Columbus  

8       TMIY - “Eucharist” 

9 Baptismal Preparation 

10 KC’s Breakfast 

11     “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

12 School Advisory 

14 Valentine’s Day 

          CCW Meeting 

15 No School 

           TMIY - “Eucharist” 

16      WOW 

18 President’s Day - NO School 

          “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

19      Administration Council - A 

21 Administration Council - B 

          Worship & Outreach - A     

22     TMIY - “Eucharist” 

25     “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

 

MARCH 

1       TMIY - “Eucharist” 

4      “Eucharist” - GriefShare 

5 KC’s Squires 

6        Lent - Ash Wednesday 

 

 

 Area Faith Calendar 

I THE LORD AM YOUR SAVIOR - The First Week of Advent 

Like the covenant people of old, we listen to the Israelite prophets 

remind us that God is our only hope of salvation because God alone 

has the power and the desire to help us. 

SAVE US, O LORD - The Second Week of Advent 

Like the Israelites in times of trouble, we too can call on God our 

savior and plead for God to come down once again and help us. 

REJOICE, THE SAVIOR IS NEAR - The Third Week of Advent 

We rejoice because we believe that God’s saving work will once 

again be realized in the person of Jesus who will deliver us from the 

bondage of sin and death. 

A SAVIOR IS BORN FOR US - The Fourth Week of Advent 

We celebrate anew the earthly presence of Jesus whose incarnation 

joins earth and heaven, humanity and divinity and brings God’s life-

giving salvation into our lives today. 
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The Church Year began anew with the First Sunday of Advent, December 2. We are all 
especially busy during the holiday season, but I pray you and your family and friends 
will make time to worship during this special time of year. 

"Jesus is the Reason for the Season". Trite but true. If Christ isn't at the heart of our 
celebrations, we are missing out on a lot! In a world of consumerism run amok, we 
often forget that we celebrate the birthday of a baby born to a poor family, in an op-
pressed country on the fringes of the empire. Less is more! 

Advent is a time of waiting, not just for Christmas but for the miracle of God born 

among us. As you shop, bake, wrap packages, or whatever is a part of your Christmas 

tradition, I hope that you will pause from time to time and ponder that wondrous 

fact: God is with us! No matter what we experience, we know that God as Jesus 

Christ has been there before us. God the Holy Spirit is here now, ready to accompany 

and lead us in our daily round. And God the Father is always available to walk with us through the worst 

that life can deal us. 

 

We have had a busy Fall of 2018, a number of new programs (FORM, EDGE, YDISCIPLESHIP, Family Formation) have 

begun.  A new administrator has been hired and is doing well.  A new position, Development Director, will have re-

sponsibilities in aiding recruitment, development, promotion for the school and the parish programs.  We have en-

gaged an architectural firm (YHR Architects) to help us evaluate, renovate and build for the future.  Upgrades have 

been made in the computer system.  Strategic planning for future needs, programs, positions and growth in all areas 

of the parish and school will continue as we enter into the new year.  

 

Thanks to all who have supported St. Anastasia and St. Boniface in time, talent and treasure.  As we come to the end 

of the year please consider a gift to the church.  If you need to, please consult your financial planner for an end of the 

year contribution.   

Fr. Paul Wolf 

Pastor 

Why is the rose colored-candle lit on the third Sunday of Advent?  

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday because in 

Latin, the first words of the opening antiphon for that day’s Mass are 

Gaudete in Domino semper (Rejoice in the Lord always) from Philippi-

ans 4:4-5.  On this Sunday a rose-colored candle is lit as a reminder 

that we are called to rejoice. 

The Advent Season Marking the be-

ginning of the Church’s liturgical year, 

the four weeks of Advent lead us to 

the celebration of Christmas.  Ad-

vent’s familiar sights and sounds stir 

in us a readiness to receive our sav-

ior, while sharpening our sense of the 

world’s need for redemption and of 

the great mystery of God’s becoming 

human for us. 

Arrival of Christ Advent is a Latin 

word meaning the coming or arrival. 

The season of Advent is a time to 

prepare to celebrate the three arri-

vals of Christ: his lowly birth in the 

past, his mysterious coming to the 

Christian community in the present, 

and his promised return as our judge 

at the end of time.   

 

Advent and Christmas Since Advent 

looks forward to Christ’s incarnation 

and birth, it is an appropriate way to 

begin the Church Year.  However, 

Advent is not part of the Christmas 

season itself, but a preparation for it. 

Thus, Catholics do not sing Christmas 

hymns or use Christmas readings in 

the Mass until December 25th, the 

first day of the Christmas season. 
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Was St. Nicolas Real?  Yes, St. Nicholas (270-343) was the Bishop of Myra (now Demre in 

southwest Turkey).  He was imprisoned during Emperor Diocletian’s persecution (303-5) and 

attended the first ecumenical council at Nicaea (325).  Famous for his pastoral care, the many 

legendary stories of charitable deed became the basis for the figure of Santa Claus. 

St Anastasia School’s theme is Walking with the Saints. During Advent we celebrate 
St. Nicholas. He was a Christian bishop who provided for the poor and sick, and is the 
basis for the popular character of Santa Claus. The Dutch continue to celebrate the 
feast day of St. Nicholas, December 6. It is a common practice for children to put out 
their shoes the night before the Feast Day. In the morning, they discover the gifts 
that St. Nicholas has left there for them. St. Anastasia students are visited by St. 
Nicholas every year on December 6th.   

In December, we also celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12th. The Virgin 
of Guadalupe is the patron saint of Mexico and the unborn. She is depicted with 
brown skin, an angel and moon at her feet with rays of sunlight that encircle her. 
According to tradition, the Virgin Mary appeared to an indigenous man, named Juan 
Diego on December 9, 1531. 

 MNSAA Accreditation Team visit 

December 3 and 4 

St. Anastasia School is accredited by 

the Minnesota Nonpublic School 

Accreditation Association (MNSAA). The purpose of ac-

creditation is to ensure that our school is maintaining a 

positive and productive learning environment. The ac-

creditation process offers objective, outside validation 

that our school meets high standards. Every seven years 

accredited schools go through a self-study process and 

then host a team of administrators and teachers for an on

-site visit. They ensure that our school is living up to the 

standards that MNSAA asks of all member schools. St. 

Anastasia will be hosting a team December 3 and 4, 2018. 

The staff has been working on our self-study and strategic 

plan. The strategic plan outlines areas of growth for our 

school and outlines the steps needed to meet that need. 

We will post the final document for you to review, once it 

is complete. The team will be calling school families the 

evening of Monday, December 3.  

Julie Shelby 

Principal 

St. Anastasia School 

NWEA Testing  

Our students in kindergarten through Grade 2 took the 

NWEA Map test. This test will help teachers and staff iden-

tify areas where the students need 

extra help or areas they excel in. We 

will use this testing platform 3 times 

during the school year. Grades 3- 6 

will be taking the MCA (Minnesota 

Comprehensive Assessments) again 

this spring. 

Technology Update 

 St. Anastasia School, parish, and Kids’ Depot have up-

graded the building to wireless. We are so excited for 

this enhancement to our facility. Our chrome books, 

desktops and other devices will run more efficiently. 

Look for a new guest WIFI password to use when in the 

building. Our school and parish will also be replacing our 

outdated server with a new one. Connecting the school 

and parish will help us become a more cohesive unit, by 

having the ability to share resources. Our tech company 

will also be able to troubleshoot remotely, which will 

reduce the cost of service calls onsite.  

Marathon for Non- Public Education 

Thank you to all the families, parishioners and businesses 

who donated to our school marathon. We had a goal of 

$50,000, but brought in $44,750, which is awesome! This 

year our Kids’ Depot Preschool joined our kindergarten 

for the marathon walk and collecting pledges. We appre-

ciate all the effort by everyone! The students enjoyed 

many rewards throughout the past month. Some of the 

funds helped us with much needed technology updates.   



 

 

      Page 5 

The Advent/Christmas Season is upon us! Generally, FAMILY LIFE starts to take a more 
prominent focus in our minds and hearts. Christmas cards are written and sent. Gifts are 
being bought. Family gatherings are being organized. These times can be both happy and 
challenging, and before we know it we rushed right thru Christmas into the next thing call-
ing for our attention. This advent God is calling us to slow down and readjust priorities, fo-
cus on the real reason for Christmas. Try adding some Catholic rituals to your preparation. 
Traditions are what build memories your children will never forget and bring our amazing 
Catholic faith to life for them! Don’t lose the meaning of this Advent season in the Santa 
shuffle.  
Here are a few EASY MEANINGFUL ADVENT TRADITIONS 

Make an Advent wreath. The Advent wreath marks the waiting time before the com-
ing of Our Savior. The wreath holds four candles 3 purple, 1 pink (light one each Sunday 
of Advent.) 

Stuff shoes for St. Nicholas day (December 6). Have the kids put their shoes out, tell them 
the story of St. Nicholas, fill the shoes with a little treat. 

Go to Mass on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, December 8. Actually, this is not optional since it’s a 
holy day of obligation. Make sure your children understand what this Feast day means. 

Sing Christmas songs.  Away in a Manger, Silent Night, O Come All Ye Faithful, etc.  Sing anywhere, in the car, 
snuggled up in the living room, just go for it- your kids will love it, even if you are tone deaf! 

St. Lucia (Lucy)’s feast day, December 13- drive around and look at Christmas lights. This tradition started be-
cause her name means “light”. What a fun and easy way to celebrate this great feast day! 

Celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12) or St. Juan Diego (December 9) by eating Mexican 
food for dinner.  If you have a statue of our Lady of Guadalupe, set her on the table as a centerpiece. Take 
part in the Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration at St. A’s. 

Put out a Nativity scene. Put it front and center in your home. This is an easy way to send a clear message to 
your children that Jesus is the most important reason for this season. If you don’t have one, have the children 
make a paper one. This is my favorite; I place the animals in the manger and the figurines all over the house 
and on Christmas we read the “Christmas Story” and the adults as well as the kids bring the figurines to the 
manger. Using a different book each year adds more to the tradition and the kids will love it. 

Attend confession as a family. This is a great way to prepare for the coming of our Savior. Look at the bulletin 
for times.  St. Boniface has reconciliation on every 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 6:30pm 

Prayer. If you want to know the power of Jesus in your family, you have to put yourself and your family in a 
place where His grace can reach you. Make a commitment to set aside time in the morning & evening for you 
and God and pray as a family. Grace before meals is a good place to start. If you want to go hard-core, read 
the gospel of the day together before the kids go to school. And how about starting family car trips with a 
prayer. 

Jesse Tree. Decorate your tree with symbols from the Jesse Tree. This will teach them people from the bible.  
Christmas Play. Have the children prepare costumes for a Christmas play and you will find Advent will fly by as 

they prepare for the coming of Christ the King.  
     By adding traditions and rituals it will remind us of God’s love for us and our families and that we have an obligation 
to look on each other as special, and worthy of forgiveness and love. These are good things for our children to be gift-
ed at Christmas. Take the love and joy you have in your family and share it with the world. Reach out to others in your 
family, in the parish, the school, the work place, the wider community, and the world. Consider what you, as a family, 
can do to be of service to those in need. Our students will be reaching out with love by filling “Boxes of Joy”. We will 
pray over the boxes, those handling the boxes and for the children who will receive them, that they will be filled with 
joy and experience God’s love. The confirmation students collected food for the McLeod and Renville Co. food shelf as 
their group project that will reach out to those in need. Thank you for your support with this project. The students will 
be making Christmas cards, goodies and praying for our parish shut ins. We will again be helping local families experi-
ence Gods love this Christmas season with a “Giving Tree”. Please Pick an ornament off the tree, purchase the item on 
the tag, put it in a Christmas bag and place the item with the tag under the tree by Wednesday Dec. 19th.  Most of all, 
pray for the families who will be receiving these items.  May they bring joy, and the presence of God’s love to them. 
Let us consciously, thoughtfully, and intentionally look for ways to show Gods love in all we say and do.  
     This advent I am asking God’s choicest blessings upon all of you. May your family bonds be healed, strengthened 
and blessed. And may you find many occasions to share your love with one another.  
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! Karen Maiers  

Karen Maiers 

St. Boniface Director 

of Faith Formation 
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 “...and the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us, and we saw His glory…”  

(John 1:14). 

     May this time of year bring joy to all.  As the star lit up the sky that night to illuminate 

the path to our Savior, may that same path shine in our hearts both now and forever.  

That very light, the Son of God, Immanuel, is still here with us today.  In John 1, the word 

says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5).  

May nothing come between us and Jesus, our glorious light and salvation.   

     “Come Holy Spirit, please come” is a prayer being uttered weekly in our new EDGE pro-

gram.  There are similar prayers, such as the one above with the addition of, “...Living in 

Mary.”  These prayers seem so fitting to be uttered before every moment of everyday of 

our lives.   

     Between EDGE and using the YDisci-

ple Program, we have a total of just over 80 stu-

dents in grades 6-9 religious education on Wednes-

day nights.  We have those in higher grades coming 

to sing and lead worship on Wednesday nights, as well as being a 

part of the senior high youth group.  Thank you to all who continue 

to make these nights so special.   

     We will be blessed 

with another mission 

trip opportunity next 

summer, July 26-Aug 

4, at the YouthWorks 

site in Portland, OR.  

Spaces are available.  

Please contact me as 

soon as possible if interested.  Spots are filling up fast!  Cost is TBD 

as we will try and do some fundraising between now and then!   

     How truly special and amazing it is to have this parish communi-

ty--with its members, programs and opportunities for all to gather together. Hopefully, through the Grace of God, we 

all come to know Him and the One whose coming we celebrate this season.  In doing so, we can be confident that we 

have true love (1 John 4:8) in our hearts and that we are free for all eternity (John 8:32).  May the words of John 3:16 

give us hope and trust in God our Almighty Father. 

Jake Burmis 

Director of 

Youth Ministry 

“EUCHARIST,” is a program that will start January 14 and the following 9 Mondays at 5:30 pm or January 18 and the following 

9 Fridays  at 7:30 am  

"The Lamb of God," "The Bread of Life," "The Body and the Blood of Christ"... these are phrases we know from the 

Mass. But do we understand what they mean in the greater and deeper context of Scripture and Church teaching? 

Acclaimed author and teacher Dr. Brant Pitre rigorously digs down to the biblical roots of the Eucharist, through its 

foreshadowing in the miraculous events of the Old Testament, the Gospels, and Apostolic teaching. We'll discover 

firsthand how Christ's Body and Blood are an integral and wondrous part of God's plan for our salvation. 

GriefShare January 14 and the following 13 Mondays at 6:30 pm - repeated support group from Fall of 2018 

That Man Is You (TMIY) January 18 and the following 13 Fridays at 5:45 am - “What Must I Do” - All Men are Invited.  

Adult Formation 



Mass: Christmas each day 

     Jesus chose to be born as a man, to Mary, in Bethlehem, son of Joseph the carpenter, 
and live in Nazareth. Israel was the tiniest of nations in the world. Why would God choose 
to be born in such a tiny nation? Born to such an average ‘Joe’ in such a hidden manner- 
in the manger stall of animals in Bethlehem. To remember for the ancient Jewish people, 
and so from God, was to make present again. When we attend Mass, we are called to 
remember the salvific action of Christ’s life, from his conception to his death and resur-
rection. You might not be aware, but our remembrance of Christmas (the celebration of 
the birth of Jesus in all its awe, hiddenness and mystery) is so intricately woven into each 
Mass. Here are just two examples: 

The visitation of the Angels to the Shepherds in the field keeping watch over their sheep: 

 Then, on a sudden, a multitude of the heavenly army appeared to them at the  
 angel’s side, giving praise to God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in high heaven, and 
 peace on earth to men that are God’s friends. (Luke 1: 13-14) 

     In each Mass we are surrounded by the ‘heavenly army’, as they can not help but adore Jesus 
their Lord. The Shepherds were privileged to have the Angels reveal themselves in visible fash-
ion to them, while we profess in the Nicene Creed that we believe in ‘all that is, seen and un-
seen.’ 

     Also, did you ever realize that when you sing the Gloria, we are actually echoing the very words the Angels sang 
out praising God: Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of good will. We are joining our voices 
with the Angels’ in this hymn of praise! Who cares whether anyone will hear you, sing out loud and proud that you 
are blessed to join the highest of high choirs!! 

And the visitation of the Three Magi to the child Jesus: 

 all at once the star which they had seen in the east was there going before them, till at last it stood still 
 over the place where the child was. 10 They, when they saw the star, were glad beyond measure; 11 and 
 so, going into the dwelling, they found the child there, with his mother Mary, and fell down to worship 
 him; and, opening their store of treasures, they offered him gifts, of gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
 (MT 1: 9b-11) 

     Numerous souls throughout history have found great comfort in the Eucharistic presence in churches found in 
each corner of the world. This presence is always represented with a lit red sanctuary light/candle. This light points 
us to where the King of King lies, in the tabernacle. It is to the tabernacle that we too ‘fall down and worship him’ in 
the genuflection. Your very action of genuflecting today, in 2018 (almost 2019!), is a chain in the link of salvation! 
Have you ever thought of what this gesture means? Of who has done this gesture throughout history, to show us its 
beauty and splendor? Priests, at their ordination, lay prostrate in the sanctuary as they are prayed over. What could 
this gesture mean at the moment of their ordination? How do we like to be so low before another Person? And par-
ticularly here at Christmas, such a small helpless Person so in love with us! 

      The Family Formation program has begun with great success and nearly 40 families participating! Father has giv-
en three presentations: The Bible, The End Times and The Lord keeps His promises. In November, we heard the per-
sonal testimony of Tom, a father and participant in the Family Formation program at St. Paul’s in Ham Lake. His testi-
mony gave encouragement to the families to continue forming their families in the faith, each week. And the first 
Sunday of Advent we hosted several families to aid them in their Advent path towards Christmas with the lives of 
the Saints seen in Advent. 

     THANK YOU to all those who have contributed their talents to the atrium for our 3-5 years old. (This year we have 
10 children!) Lindsey Krenik (painting), Mark Reinert (wood work- Tabernacle & table), Ann Lewandowski & Marie 
Bagan (sewing). 

 

UPCOMING TOPICS: January: Marriage, February: The Church, March: The Sacrament of 
Confession, April: Holy Week, May: The Holy Trinity     
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Jennifer Eckstein 

St. Anastasia Director 

of Religious Education 

What is a Jesse Tree?  An ancient tradition revived in the mid-20th century as an Advent 

practice, the Jesse Tree represents the family of Jesse, father of King David.  Each day of 

Advent a homemade ornament is added to the Jesse Tree, a small tree made of ever-

green branches.  These symbolic ornaments each represent a prophecy foretelling of 

Christ. 
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Advent is the preparation period before the birth of Jesus Christ. For some people, the 

anticipation of the King’s birth is calm and for others, there is not enough time to pre-

pare. As I think about all of the activities going on with Pastoral Ministry at this time and 

what the future holds, I am reminded to live in the moment. With the Wild Goose, Fr. 

Dave Pivonka mentioned early in the study to stop every so often during the day, take a 

breath and say, “Come, Holy Spirit.”  

Wild Goose 

The Wild Goose is loose! The Wild Goose study started in September and is in full flight. 

Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, takes us on a journey in all aspects of the Holy Spirit and the plac-

es it goes. As Fr. Dave was writing his book, Breath of God, he felt the Spirit lead him to 

create the Wild Goose study. Filming the series took Fr. Dave and the film crew all over 

the United States. According to the segment on Youtube, each session that was filmed had its im-

pact on people who were in the area. Fr. Dave talked about people who came up to him while film-

ing and asked questions, wanting to know more about the Holy Spirit. One aspect that Fr. Dave also mentioned with 

the comments and emails received from participants is that each session meets each person wherever they are in 

their faith journey. Not everyone is in the same place, but the common thread is that the Holy Spirit will meet us 

wherever we are.  

Social Concerns 

Social Concerns has been under some remodeling in the past few weeks beginning with the Loaves and Fishes event 

at the end of September. With a total of 20 volunteers, a meal of turkey breast, potatoes, lettuce salad, carrot sticks, 

bread, and watermelon was prepared and served at Holy Rosary Catholic Church in Minneapolis. There were 122 

guests of men, women, and children. The next service date will be on March 28, 2019.  

Common Cup and the McLeod Food Shelf have had various collections and events this fall from the Winter Coat Drive 

and the Weekend Backpack program to Trick or Treating for the Food Shelf that was hosted by St. Anastasia. 

Social Concerns and its awareness is closely connected with the 7 themes of Catholic Social Teaching. The 7 themes 

are: Life and dignity of the human person; Call to family; community and participation; Rights and responsibilities; 

Option for the poor and vulnerable; Dignity of work and the rights of workers; Solidarity; and Care for God’s creation.  

Senior Ministry 

Senior Ministry has been coming together providing various activities and gatherings for older parishioners. There are 

plans to have coffee and rolls following the 7:30 AM Mass once a month. There is a bus trip to Crown College in St. 

Bonifacius to experience the Christmas concert on November 30. Discussions are happening about offering more op-

portunities to socialize and continue to build our faith community. 

Homebound Ministry 

Homebound is a ministry that connects Jesus in the Eucharist to those who cannot attend Mass because of health 

concerns such as illness and mobility. The volunteers trained in this ministry become the hands and feet of Jesus to 

the least of us.   

Along with this ministry and Outreach comes faith formation and meeting people where they are on their personal 

faith journey, helping them recognize Christ’s love around them. Weekly sessions have begun in a couple of group 

homes within the Hutchinson community.   

Baptismal Preparation  

Reborn is the new program for the Baptism Preparation from Augustine Institute. The program explains what baptism 

is, where it originates, and its place in salvation history.  The class is held on the second Saturday of the even months 

for 3 hours, with the next class scheduled on December 8. Parents of children to be baptized are required to attend 

and Godparents are strongly encouraged to participate in the class. 

For some of the parents who have attended the class, their eyes and ears have been opened to what the Sacrament 

of Baptism is and its significance in their own faith journey as well as their child’s.  

Amy Robertson 

Pastoral Ministry 
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     St. Anastasia and St. Boniface have an active Knights of Columbus (KC) coun-
cil.  The KCs are a men's charitable organization focused on four categories: Faith, 
Community, Family, and Life.  You can learn more about the worldwide KC organiza-
tion: https://kofc.org.  
     Some of our activities in Hutchinson include: purchasing Bibles for religious ed 
programs, supporting the school marathon, sup-

porting our priests and seminarians, and coordinating a mass for KC widows.  You are 
probably most familiar with Sunday breakfasts, the February fish fry, and the booth 
at the fall festival. Money from these efforts go to various Catholic and community 
charitable causes.  See: http://kchutch.org/ 
     The council meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  All Catholic 
men are invited to join.  Joining consists of a little paperwork and a short ceremo-
ny.  Benefits include excellent insurance products.   Contact Mark Maiers, Grand 
Knight, at (320) 894-5352.  

Council of Catholic Women 

Just as seasons change, so do organizations and parishes. With 
the arrival of  new pastor, we are experiencing changes in our 
building, schedules,  mass times, etc.  What remains a constant 
is the CCW organization. We will continue being involved in 
many areas not only at St. A’s but also in the community. Past 
and present pastors have relied on the support of CCW to pro-
vide ministries/services in many areas. We are privileged to serve families by serving a delicious 
luncheon following the funeral. We assist at mass twice a month and volunteer to wash and style 
residents hair at Harmony River. We also provide entertainment and buy a gift for residents having a 
November birthday. In December, we deliver a poinsettia plant to Catholic residents.  Twice a year we hold a successful 
rummage sale and use the proceeds for many worthwhile projects within the church. This past year we financed a ma-
jor renovation of the small kitchen off the hospitality area, and funded a thorough cleaning of floors in the church and 
surrounding areas, 

On Saturday, April 27, 2019, we will host the annual Diocesan Convention. This undertaking will require many hours of 
preparation and much support from many. This will also be an opportunity for the women of the diocese to gather in 
fellowship, enrichment and prayer. We encourage you to get involved—attend the meetings and share your insight and 
ideas.  Please join us. 

Council of Catholic  

Women Board 

What is La Posadas?       The tradition of the Posadas was brought to Mexico from Spain in the 

1500's by Catholic Missionaries.  The Posadas commemorate Mary and Joseph's difficult journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of a place for the Christ Child to be born. In Spanish, the word means 
dwelling or lodging.  The Posadas begin on December 16 for nine evenings, culminating with the Posa-
da on December 24 and Midnight Mass.  
     The Posada begins with the recitation of the Holy Rosary.  When a part of the Rosary is prayed, the 
group begins to proceed from the church to the local neighborhood. The Posada can be led by a small 
group carrying a manger scene or the Posada can become quite elaborate with a live donkey and pa-
rishioners who are dressed like Mary and Joseph. Usually three houses are selected where the Posada 
does not take place. The participants stand before the door of each house and sing a song in Spanish 

asking to enter the house.  A small group remains inside the house telling the 
outside group that it is impossible to enter.  At a chosen house, the Posada 
group sings from outside the house and a small group sings the response from inside 
the house where the Posada will take place.  
     La Posada dinner, provided by the host family, includes such Hispanic dishes as tama-
les, menudo and posoli.  Each Posada ends with the traditional pińata.  The seven cor-
ners of each pińata represents the Seven Deadly Sins.  The beating of the pińata symbolizes the mortifica-
tion that Christians exercise in overcoming personal sin.  The candy within each pińata characterizes the 
sweetness of God's grace made available to us through the birth of Jesus. 

Elvia Peña 

Director of 

Hispanic Ministry 

https://kofc.org
http://kchutch.org/
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What is the origin of the Advent Wreath?  The origin dates to pre-Christian 

Germany and Scandinavia where the people gathered to celebrate the return 

of the sun after the winter solstice.  For us the lighting of the Advent candles 

represents the promise of the coming of Jesus, the light of the world.   

Diane Pedersen 

Parish Administra-

tor 

My name is Diane (VanOverbeke) Pedersen. I was born and raised in Hutchinson. I am the 

daughter of Michael & Janice VanOverbeke, and I am an alumna of St. Anastasia's Catholic 

School. After high school, I attended the College of St. Benedict where I received a degree in 

Business Administration. I have worked in retail, was the Business Administrator for Lester Prai-

rie Public Schools, and most recently at Faith Lutheran Church here in Hutchinson. I have three 

children, Zac, Nate, and Emily, and one grandson, Chase. Emily is my youngest and is currently a 

junior at Hutchinson High School, but we have started the college search. All my children cur-

rently live in Hutchinson, so I am extremely blessed to have them close.  

A great passion of mine is being able to serve and help those in need. One way I am able to do 

this is by working part-time at Common Cup Ministries here in Hutchinson. My daughter Emily 

also has the heart to serve and has become very involved in Common Cup.  

I am very excited to be the new Parish Administrator here at St. Anastasia Catholic Church. I feel 

like I am coming home, and I look forward to meeting and working with all of you. 

Peace and God’s Blessings to each of you.   

Diane Pedersen 

     At Kids’ Depot, we strive to develop an active curiosity about the 

world, encourage enthusiasm for learning while stimulating creativity 

and integrating Christian values.  We enhance a child’s emotional, 

social, physical intellectual and spiritual growth through teacher directed and child initiat-

ed activities. 

     Each daycare room and our Preschool room has 

a structured daily schedule that includes many 

learning opportunities that occur during teacher 

guided playtime, art activities, free play, science 

activities, music, story time and outdoor play.   

During these activities, the children are learning 

letter and number recognition, 

colors and many concepts thru 

weekly themes.   

      Our school age program provides 

care before and after school, al-

lowing time for outdoor play, 

homework and fun.  On non-

school days they are busy out 

bowling, visiting parks or our local 

movie theaters. 

Michelle Nies 

Kids’ Depot Director 
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Origins of Advent  Advent began sometime after the 4th century as a time of preparation for Epiphany - not in antici-

pation of Christmas.  Epiphany celebrates the manifestation of Christ by remembering the visit of the Magi and the 

baptism of Jesus.  At this time new Christians were baptized and received into 

the faith, and so the early Church instituted a 40-day period of fasting and re-

pentance. 

Later, in the 6th century, Pope Gregory the Great was the first to associate the 

season of Advent with the coming of Christ.  Originally, it was not the coming of 

the Christ-child that was anticipated, but rather, the second coming of Christ. 

By the Middle Ages the Church had extended the celebration of Advent to the 

familiar format we know today.  The early weeks’ readings are rich with the 

prophecies of Isaiah, reminding us to wait and prepare for the coming Messiah.  

Later, the pace quickens and we focus more directly on the events leading to Jesus’ birth. 

In these plain and clear words, Luke brings us to the heart 

of the event that changes our history forever.  Everything, 

that night, became a source of hope.  Mary and Joseph, 

for whom there was no room, are the first to embrace the 

one who comes to give all of us our document of citizen-

ship.  The one who in his poverty and humility proclaims 

and shows that true power and authentic freedom are 

shown in honoring and assisting the weak and frail.  That 

night, the one who had no place to be born is proclaimed 

to those shepherds who had no place in the town.  The 

faith we proclaim makes us see God present in all those 

situations where we think God is absent.   God is present 

in the unwelcomed visitor, often unrecognizable, who 

walks through our cities and our neighborhoods, who 

travels on our buses and knocks on our doors.  In the 

child of Bethlehem, God comes to meet us and makes us 

active sharers in the life around us.  God offers himself to 

us, so that we can take him into our arms, lift him and 

embrace him.  So that in him we will not be afraid to take 

into our arms, raise up and embrace the thirsty, the 

stranger, the naked, the sick, the imprisoned (Mt 25:35-

36). In this child, God invites us to be messengers of hope 

and agents of God’s hospitality. 

   Pope Francis 

Learning from This Child 

“Mary gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7) 

  May you have  

   the gift of Faith 

  the blessing of Hope 

 and the peace of His Love 

   at Christmas and always. 
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Blessed Advent and Christmas 

  Emmauuel, God is with us! 

 


